
Cafeteria, Cuts, and Warspending

House Cafeteria: Prices in the government-run cafeterias in the basement of the House Office
Buildings have gone up recently, at the alarming rate of 31% between 2007 and the end of
2008. According to House Chief Administrative Officer Dan Beard, who oversees the House
cafeterias; since 2007, when Democrats took control of the House, they have instituted
requirements for organically grown food and required all workers to be union members in order
to serve or cook in the cafeterias, and these steps have in turn caused the price increase. But,
House staffers do not like paying for all this, so your tax dollars are being considered to
subsidize this too!        Cuts: The President announced, with great fanfare,
his proposals to cut $17 billion of spending from 121 programs in the upcoming fiscal year. This
is after he increased spending by over $1 trillion dollars in just two bills in his first couple months
in office. So, he is proposing to cut an amount that is less than 2% of what he just increased,
and his proposal is half of what President Bush had proposed to cut from the same programs
last year, but Congress summarily rejected.  

War Spending: This week, we will vote on President Obama's $92 billion proposal for new and
additional spending not included in the stimulus bill, or the omnibus bill, or the budget, or any of
the already passed additional spending bills. $81.6 billion of this amount is more funding for the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the balance is a grab-bag of unrelated spending items such as
swine flu response, and $665 million for the West bank and Gaza. This madness must stop and
as such I intend to oppose this bill.
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